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SUMMARY 
 

Plaintiff brought suit on multiple grounds. We will address these individually in the 

decision. 

 

Decision  

 

Part I. Fair Market Value – Tax Added 

The Election Commission is required by the election rules and regulations to set the fair 

market value for all campaign materials. Also they are required by election regulation IV, 

A, 2: “calculating the fair market value, tax must be included at a rate of 8.25%.” The 

Election Commission failed to do this in their FMV list for 2012. Therefore the tax added 

by the Election Commission must be added back to the outstanding account of 

Claybrook. This amount is totaled at $99.50. 

 

Part II. FMV - Grandfathering 

 

The election results were announced in full at 1:25AM February 29th. The results were 

made available online at 2:13AM that same morning. The term immediately in the 

election rules means as soon as reasonably possible. The less than one hour delay in 

results posting is a reasonable timeframe. Election results most be certified in order to 

become official. This has yet to be done and as such the Election Commission is allowed 

to make corrections if mistakes are found, this is what occurred in this case. 

 

Part III. Website 

 

First the Vimeo account is considered social media and therefore the charge of $10.77 is 

to be refunded.  

 

The proration of a website as defined by the rules and regulations leaves open a wide 

range of interpretation and the Court finds this to be a problem. Therefore, the Election 

Commission cannot expense this item at FMV. The amount of $103.40 is to be refunded.  

 

 

 

 



Part IV. Website Receipt Fine 

 

The Election Commission concedes that this fine was levied in violation of their rules. 

Therefore the amount of $20.00 is to be refunded.  

  

Part V. Shipping Regulations 

 

The election rules do not state how to deal with shipping in FMV assessment. The Court 

uses the reasonable person standard and has determined that based on the wording of the 

rules one cannot be expected to additionally charge for shipping. Therefore, the amount 

of $94.27 is to be refunded.  

 

Part VI. Disqualification Due to Budget  

 

The rules and regulations specifically list major and minor fines and their consequences. 

However, the rules and regulations do not in any way explicitly state the consequences 

for going over budget. The Court finds that a reasonable person would not know the 

potential consequences of going over budget as multiple consequences can be inferred. 

Therefore, a candidate cannot be disqualified based on running over budget due the 

absence of an explicit clause concerned with budget amounts and there relation to 

disqualification. 

 

Part VII. PVC Pipe 

 

The Commission does not contest the unused two PVC pipes. Therefore, the amount of 

$10.00 is to be refunded.  

 

Part VIII. Expenditure of Food 

 

 The food in question was purchased in January prior to campaign season. As such this 

falls outside of the Election Commissions regulation scope based on the date. The 

election rules and regulations state that you cannot distribute food and beverages however 

this is to be interpreted as soliciting food items for votes which is not the case here. 

Therefore, the amount of $238.94 is to be refunded.  

 

Part IX. Excessive Punishment 

  

The representative body of student government, the Student Senate, has approved all of 

the fines, and punishments listed in the rules and regulations. As such the Court defers 

the opinion of ‘Excessive Punishment’ to their discretion. 

 

IMPLICATIONS 

 

For the above reasons the Court refunds the amount of $473.48 and based on part VI of 

this opinion rules the disqualification of John Claybrook to be invalid. As such, based on 

the uncertified results of the March 2nd run-off election, John Claybrook is ruled to be the 

Student Body President-Elect. 

 

 

…It is so ORDERED 


	Decision
	Part I. Fair Market Value – Tax Added

